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AN ETHIOPIC MANUSOKIPT OF JOHN'S GOSPEL. 
By Edgar J. Goodspeed, 

The University of Chicago. 

Among the Oriental manuscripts in the Museum of the New- 
berry Library, Chicago, there is a copy of the Gospel of John in 
Ethiopic. The manuscript is a little parchment codex of eight 
quires, which contain one, six, five and a half, five, five, five and 
a half, six and six double leaves, respectively. In all there are 
eighty leaves. There are no page, leaf, or quire numbers. The 
single leaves measure 11 by 12.5 cm., and the writing is in double 
columns, with fifteen to seventeen lines in a column. The parch- 
ment is lined in the usual way, and seems never to have been 
trimmed, as the pricks of the dividers are still visible in the 
margins. The hand is large and regular, and suggests a date 
in the fifteenth century rather than later. The text is divided 
into the usual number of chapters, although the chapter divisions 
do not always fall just where they do in Piatt's edition (1830). 
The chapter numbers are in red and usually follow the chapters. 
The name MChh '. is also written in red, when it occurs. The 
book is in its original binding, being enclosed in thin boards, 
unlined, while the back is left open. The disputed pericope is 
present. Above chapter 10 (fol. 21, recto, col. 1) Hrfnn»*ft : is 
written in a coarse, late hand. The manuscript's number in the 
Newberry Library is 83867. It was presented in 1899, by Mr. 
Ed. E. Ayer. 

The first leaf, recto and verso, is blank except for some Ethi- 
opic letters idly scrawled by a late hand on the recto. The 
second leaf has such scrawls on both sides, but was originally 
blank, except for the following imprecation, which stands at the 
top of the second verso: 

"HflDfrrf,*? : Hi-Mil 1 : OTPt s HAd* ; aH&rh* I 
. ^"7m.t 2 : ft/PC?! : <D*<p.frft s WH 3 \ A^h-1 1 

' He who buys this book with his wealth, he who steals it and he who 
damages it, with the curse of Peter and Paul may he be smitten.' 

1 1. Ht"??rtl : 2 fors. . u»A7i s ? I O0-7H1- ■. 3 1- aWR : 
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On fol. 3, recto, the Gospel of John begins, after the follow- 
ing title : 

•Oft&t : Mk : **fi : **•¥ : ifirh : WP 

H-a/LPtl : ¥*d : X7H.M : A.?frft : hC 

ft* 6 : RiM* i a>A<!h*F : ?yA* 7 : 7-Ofc 8 ! 

'The Gospel of the holy (and) excellent father, the disciple, the 
theologian, John the Evangelist, son of Zebedee, the beloved of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May his prayer and his blessing be upon his ser- 
vant ' The name has been erased. 

The following collation with Piatt's text, chapter 1, will suffice 
to illustrate the manuscript's type of text : 

John 1:2 a»h°7U- s "M"?.!* : pro aWP i 3 Kit : praef. a> | 
a>lLP>1-tL : | afffl. i pro hST'HM i 4 OATtftlh s H-A* : add. ante 
PP i | W : add. post Pi? : 5 aMICytA s pro at" \ a>K.fi.$Cfl : 
add. post h.££ilfl : 6 2 pro Srfi* : | i""f A : Xmfi-fl bis, ex 
errore 7 tr. h«n> • jBh-1 s A»yOt : 9 aoft ft % pro H£<n>R*X 
10 a>a*lrtr ! 9A.y : oro. ea? errore \ (DtXtLfUbA : pro a)X(LhlMl 
12 a»XAA i , om. A | XA : , om. A 13 A.M : pro A-fri- : | X7°t 
om. | £#.6 : om. | J"Pi,H om. \ a>h.X9 J»d J lr 14 at^fii \ A,(?) 
OA>0" ; | ioh.fi: pro *rfi* | H^A-X : om. | <d?°7A : om. \ atftfirb ; 
15 A°¥0* : | « : nXttAl* : om. | atm-M? : pro H | XA«n> ■ aj-X-F : 
*.fi«n»i. : om. 16 a» pro Xft«n» : | 9f-JVf ; om. | A*A : XP : om. \ 
At : om. | a»RP : , om. A | At : add. post M : 18 M : om. \ a>w 
A"? : pro at-XI? : 19 &a° : om. man. prim.; suppl. corr. | a>A>¥ 
a* fit : | a>fi.a,6iP i \ <*>*■* i 20 h9°\ :,om.at\ mhtoVfi, i \ am 
9»\ : 2 om. | a»hCft+ft : pro ilCfttfty : 21 «n»t-«n» : pro »»*■* i | A 
tt i 2 om. | A&O i pro A.Mh- i | fcMh- : pro *&fl : 22 o»|.* ; 
pro cn>i.«n> j | tr. Xth : *lt : | Wfirfra* ; | <D?m.e*<n>* s AAA : om. 
23 a>fi,(bh9> : pro atfi.0, : | 9T* : pro OV* : 25 tftAAiP : , 

om. a> | Xlh : om. | H pro AX«n» j | hCA+ft : , om. Y | a»^&«V,PAy : 
om. ■ 26 HA.+A* D CP' : 27 Ofri, om. H | X^"ja-i&? : add. 
post 0ft» : | Xy°X7^0« i—ataMT \ om. 28 tDA^O^t : 29 

4 1- 1*£7£ ! 5 corr. ; man. prim, rfjf rfi^ft : ut infr. 

6 « hCft+ft: '«• fOA>: *l A7flfr: 
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rdtlh \ om. | AX7RX : A.?A«ft : pro AA.?A«ft : | Hj?rt,AA : pro HjPA* 
* : | $m.K-r : 30 Ai ; del. corr. | H add. ante k^A"** : 2 
31 a>K6ifl i pro ©Hfl ; | hJHi9°G s | h.£\aoCV : | OX"i+ ; HTF : 
pro OXlfH : 32 OAyftA : pro h«n» ; X"i+ : 33 A.?A*°f? : 
pro h.£K9°C : \ a>£MC : <ftO« : 34 a>AM : pro a»AA? : | a>h 
^ : pro <»&«. : A 35 <»I pro atXihfcl? ; \ XyACSA-W- \ pro k7° 
hMHIh i 36 CkV i pro Ck£P : | AX7H.X i A.?A«ft : pro AA.?fr 
ft ; | H^Att : IflLAt s "JA?" : om. 37 k9° add. ante AGSA. 

U« : | AX7HLX : A.?A«ft : pro AA.?A-ft : 38 X7H.X s add. ante A. 
?A«ft : | ?$>»»>• i 39 AA.$ : pro A* s -TlZ^ s | t^JC-C : 40 
Irti&C : (ros. post A) | a>«D9rt" : | I pro ly'c i 41 tr. a> £ a» g 
XA : ftyfr : at a : rrfjlfl : a>+Aa>*> : AX7H.X s A.?frft : (Om-k-f h, : X 
iJJrCPft i X**.0- : Aft* D /»'i : ; *,T£?ft : om. 42 <dA.AU- : A*^«n> : 
pro ath^Aao i ; om. aJ-Xf : | A"7ft.Pft : pro A«n»A.fh : | jB-flAJP \ om. 
43 X7H.X : add. ante Mtbh ;' | X7RA-(lrii,C : pro MCbb : 2 | tof.0, 
if '. pro jBttft" s 44 .fcrhC : ? pro fidhC : | 7A>A : pro 7AA i | A. 
?frft : om. | X7H.X : A.tA«ft : add. post a>J&ftft> s 45 A&fcft : 
om. | X*°ftt : pro Hftt : | H»7<: : pro k9»01d i 46 A&&*ft : 
pro AAfcft : | AX7H.X : A.?A-ft i pro AA.?A«ft : | afid^ : pro mid 
£* : | akttth : pro aklthO- : ; add: tint : 47 tr. h<n» : £ti 
IX i (sic) X^fH&t : pro Ji* D « , "H«5,t : .fclX i | Wit ; w?jBt pro 
•4C : 48 X7RX : add. ante A.?A«ft : | Xft&A. JV<E : pro Xft&A.t'E s 
49 tA^di : pro ^Ay^t : | X7H.X s add. ante A.?A-ft : | fi-Rto-hh : 
pro ^RflJ-Oh i 51 a»j&(Wf : X7H.X i A.?rt-ft : Aft s pro fflAa></"A : 
A.?frft : aojz.O,tP : Xftm> : | tA«n»-J : pro tA^lU" : 52 XyjBXft 

A s add. awfe tiXfr s | ^t<J^T s pro £*« T : | ?AC7- : pro ?0C 
7- : ; om. XlH 2 | (Dj&C^ s pro a>^aiCA : 

The manuscript is concluded by a brief subscription and a 
hymn to Mary, of rather pagan color. The subscription (fol. 79, 
verso) runs thus : 

•dftd.? : rfjfdil 
ft 9 : a>&.£ : H>fl«P> 
ft JrfiVCf : 5X^-1 
9 ?frfi1ft: 
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•EJ?** : rtA-flA : 07 

•id : OCTF : rtX7H. 
2tf s iD-ftt : ft°?^. ; 

■J7-W ; Cf :: :i 

'The Gospel of John the son of Zebedee, one of the twelve apostles, 
is finished. He wrote it in Greek (?) for the people of the city of the 
Ephesians, in the thirtieth year after the ascension of our Lord in the 
flesh into heaven, in the reign of Nero king of Eome.' 

A line below is written the word 'H0 D JMi¥ : in another hand, 
followed by a short erasure. Finally the rest of fol. 79, verso, 
and the recto of fol. 80 are occupied by the hymn or prayer to 
Mary already mentioned, which is so full of bad spelling as to be 
almost unintelligible. It begins — 

KhVA : Ah. : ho» :: 



and ends — 






